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alone for ten minutes or longer, psychically quite withdrawn, and
with marked tension and spasmodic quivering of his body. These
moments had alarmed his nursery school teacher by their look
of abnormality.
At home, he had from the end of his first year been subject to
specially violent tantrums. I realized during his analysis that
these queer moments of silent withdrawal and tension in the
nursery school were substituted for the tantrums. He was too
frightened of the many other children there to show his fear and
aggression openly.
In the analysis, it soon became clear that the boy's brother, just
one year younger, and their inter-relations with their mother,
provided the dominant factor in his life.
Now from the beginning of his analysis, my patient showed an
absorbing interest in the insides of things, drawers, cupboards,
boxes, the gas fire, electric fire, etc. For instance, he found he
could lift off a portion of the front of the gas fire, and look at its
inside parts. He was always very anxious and eager about this,
wanting to know what they were, to touch them and take them
out; one day he pointed to what he called "the crack", across the
head of a large screw inside this part of the fire, saying: "I don't
like that". Here we obviously have his fear of castration, dread
that he will have a "crack" instead of a penis. But he is quite as
much preoccupied with the fact that this "crack" is inside, and
thus shows his fear of a broken and damaged penis, inside himself.
I would emphasize here that in all our interpretation of the
child's play, the place where he puts objects or takes them from
is quite as important as the particular object he is using. The
spatial context of his play will tell us as much as the details of what
he does. He will show us quite clearly, if we look, whether at any
one time he is concerned with internal or external reality, and
with the inside or the outside of his body.
Quite early in the analysis he drew me a picture of his brother.
The drawing showed a little figure in the centre of the page,
encircled by a line going round and round him several times. This
represented the brother inside himself, and being controlled by
him.
His concern with things inside always came out very plainly
after he had, either in reality or in dramatic play, eaten something
he wanted. For example, he found one day in a cupboard a
pencil sharpener which had been left there accidentally by a